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            Knight Newsletter 
 

 

 St. John the Evangelist Council #8342, Prairieville                                       
August - 2010 

         Council Officers                                     Council Directors 
Chaplain: Father Eric Gyan (673-8307) 

Grand Knight: Paul Allen (752-3544) 

Deputy GK: Corey Orgeron (673-5445) 

Chancellor: Cliston Guillot (673-8238) 

Recorder: Anthony Babin (673-8754) 

Financial Sec: Merle Russelburg (622-3125) 

Treasurer: Robert Templet, Sr. (673-2528) 

Advocate: Lee Guidry (673-3330) 

Warden: David Guedry (673-4201) 

Inside Guard: Robert Vincik (673-8458) 

Outside Guard: Charles Schexnaydre (673-5747) 

1-Year Trustee: Tom Clausi (677-5544) 

2-Year Trustee: Tommy Ruemker (622-4152) 

3-Year Trustee: Paul Duplessis (673-8711) 

Lecturer: Dr. Michel Hirsch (673-9457)

Programs: Cliston Guillot (673-8238) 

Membership: Charles Schexnaydre (673-5747) 

Squires: Ashley Rabalais (677-9648)   

Church: Gerald Blair (450-2504) 

Community: Richard Holder (673-6354) 

Council Activities: Lester Sylvester (673-3165) 

Family/Pro-Life: David Gregory (673-9592) 

Fundraisers: Delphin Russelburg (622-4278) 

Youth: Philip Joseph Sr. (363-6505) 

Vocations: Donald Joseph (363-6220) 

Health Services: David Broussard (622-0656)  

Public Relations: Scott McLin (673-1656) 

Retention: Delphin Russelburg (622-4278) 

Insurance: Merle Russelburg (622-3125) 

Insurance Agent: Tim Fernandez (622-6384) 

 

 

        Family of the Year                                        Knight of the Year        

                                                    
   Tommy and Pam Ruemker                                     Anthony Babin 
 

 

August Birthdays! 
  
Louis Thomassie (3rd) 

James Falgout (5th) 

Merlin Saltzman (5th) 

Paul Cashio (9th) 

Blake Vincik (10th) 

Byron Bordelon III (11th) 

Ted Babin (12th) 

Robert Reed (14th) 

Johnnie Tarver (15th) 

Gerald Hitzman Jr. (15th) 

Charles Wambsgans Jr. (19th) 

Javier Silva (21st) 

Harold Braud (23rd) 

 

Ashley Rabalais (26th) 

Whitney Amedee Jr. (29th) 

James Morrissey (29th) 

Austin Watts (29th) 

Mark Gyan (30th) 

Scott Dantonio (31st) 

Vernon Ducote (31st) 

 

For all brother Knights whose birthdays are in August, we thank their parents for being PRO-LIFE; by 

their love for each other and by the grace of God, these good Catholic gentlemen were born.  We join in 

celebrating their lives. 
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Grand Knight's Column 
 

Brother Knights, 

 

One of the privileges of being the Grand Knight of any KC Council is the selection of the Family of the 

Year and the Knight of the Year.  At the Officer's Installation banquet in July I presented the Family of 

the Year award for 2009-2010 to Pam and Tommy Ruemker.  I mentioned during the presentation that 

Pam and Tommy are models for us all because of the virtuous work they do for our Council, the St. John 

church parish and the greater Ascension Parish community.  For Knight of the Year it was a real pleasure 

to present the award to Anthony Babin.  Anthony works quietly behind the scenes but has had a large 

influence on the success of our Council.  You need to look no further than our KC shirts to see some of 

Anthony's influence on promoting the St. John Council.  I know that you will agree with me that Tommy, 

Pam and Anthony are representative of many Brother Knights and their spouses in our Council so please 

congratulate them at your first opportunity for their contributions. 

 

July is also the time for the annual Knights of Columbus Leadership Seminar (KCLS) at Dutchtown High 

School.  This event kicks off the new 2010-2011 fraternal year and brings together over 500 Grand 

Knights, Financial Secretaries, Program Directors and Membership Directors from most of the Councils 

in south Louisiana. It is sponsored by Area E (Vicen Alvarez - AC) and our Council always provides a lot 

of the manpower needed for such a large event. This year was no exception.  Brother Tommy Ruemker 

coordinated the gym setup that includes collecting, setting-up, taking-down and returning 75 tables and 

500 folding chairs from/to the Ascension Parish Parks Department.  Brother Don Belanger secured the 

donation of all the coffee from David Belanger at Community Coffee and then spent most of the day, 

along with Brett Luquette, making sure the supply to the attendees was hot and fresh. And last but not 

least, the jambalaya lunch was provided by our St. John cooks and served by several members of our 

Council. It was a very hectic day and I thank all Council members who had a role in making this year's 

KCLS a success. 

 

I mentioned above that our 

Council provided lunch for the 

KCLS attendees but there is a bit 

more to the story.  As you know, 

Brother Gerald (picture at right) 

and Sheila Blair lost their home 

to fire a couple months ago. Our 

Council decided to help a 

Brother Knight in distress by 

donating the proceeds derived from the State Council paying $4.00/plate for serving lunch at the KCLS 

event. Brother Byron Gautreau and helpers David Guedry, Tommy Ruemker and Gerald Blair prepared 

573 plates of jambalaya that were served by several volunteers (picture above left) to meeting 

participants.  Again, I would like to thank all Council members who volunteered at the KCLS or who 

donated privately to help ease a little of the pain that Gerald and Shelia are suffering from the loss of their 

home.     

    

At the July Council meeting we began a special project to help the Baton Rouge Pregnancy Problem 

Center with donations of baby clothing and other items that are used in the gift packages provided to 

young women who come to the Center for counseling. The outpouring of donations from Council  
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members at the meeting was very gratifying.  We filled up a baby bassinette with "onezie" outfits, stuffed 

animals, diapers, blankets, teething rings, lotions, baby bottles and $20 in cash. The items were taken to   

the Center on Jamestown Avenue in 

Baton Rouge shortly after the meeting.  

Frances Coleman (picture at right), new 

Director replacing Monie Herbert, was 

ecstatic to receive the gifts. I told her that 

our plan was to collect donations at each 

of our monthly Council meetings.  I ask 

that Brother Knights who cannot make the 

monthly meeting but who would like to 

donate to please drop off your items to one of our Council Officers or at the KC box in the church office.    

Remember that the donation must fit in a 5" by 7" bag.       

 

Looking ahead there is an event coming up in August that is popular with our members.  The Area E 

horseshoe contest is August 29th in Plaquemine. There are singles and doubles competitions and the 

Council pays your entrance fee.  The winners go to the State tournament that takes place on September 

11th in Patterson. Please let us know as soon as possible if you plan to participate so that we can submit 

your entrance application/fee.    

 

In closing I would like to encourage our members to join the Father Michael J. McGivney Guild.  The 

purpose of the Guild is "to inspire greater personal holiness and cooperation with God's grace by 

disseminating information about Fr. McGivney". It's free, simple to join on-line www.fathermcgivney.org 

and you receive a newsletter published bimonthly.  So take 5 minutes and join today.    

 

Vivat Jesus !   

Paul Allen 

Special Events/Recognitions 
 

The Officer's Installation for the 2010-2011 fraternal year was held this year on July 10 at St. John.  Four 

District 24 Councils participated in the event: St. Theresa, St. Mark, Guadalupe and St. John.  The day 

started off with our Quarterly Communion at the 4:30 p.m. Vigil Mass. The Mass was attended by several 

members of the other Councils', State Family members and the Msgr. Lieux Assembly Fourth Degree 

Honor Guard.  The reserved pews in the front of church were overflowing with Knights and their families. 

 

              
 

After Mass we adjourned to the Community Center and the Installation of Officers was conducted by 

District Deputy Vicen Alvarez, his Warden Cliston Guillot and St. John Chaplain Father Eric Gyan.  The 

Installation was further dignified with the participation of the 4th Degree Honor Guard.  Unfortunately, 
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State Deputy Ronnie Boudreaux was unable to attend due to a very serious back problem resulting from a 

fall.  He was well represented by newly elected State Treasurer and St. John Brother Knight Vernon 

Ducote and State Warden James Riente.  

 

                                                       
 

Following the Installation ceremony a Salute to Our American Service Personnel banquet commenced.  

The shrimp stew dinner, prepared by our Council cooks, served 120 banquet guests. The keynote speaker 

after dinner was Mrs. Janet Broussard, Chapter 1 President of the Blue Star Mothers of Louisiana.  Janet 

gave an overview of the work of the Blue Star Moms that included a slide show of several of our 

Louisiana men and women currently serving in the military.  It was a very fun evening and I thank all the 

Brother Knights who helped make it a success but especially Sadie and Lester Sylvester who coordinated 

the entire banquet.         

 

Mark your Calendars 
 

August - 2010 
  2 - Fourth Degree monthly meeting, 7:00 p.m. at St. Amant KC Hall, Black Bayou Rd. 

  4 - May Charity Calendar drawing, 6:00 p.m. in the Community Center foyer 

  4 - Officer and Committee Chairmen meeting following calendar pull (about 6:45 p.m.) 

  5 - First Degree at St. Theresa KC Hall on Irma Blvd., arrive by 6:30 p.m., ceremony at 7:00 p.m. 

11 - Columbian Squires monthly meeting, 7:00 p.m. in Ed Center 

12 - Council monthly Business meeting, dinner at 6:00 p.m., meeting at 7:00 p.m. sharp 

14 - Fourth Degree Msgr. Arthur Lieux Officers Installation in Donaldsonville after 4:00 p.m. Mass 

15 - Jambalaya fundraiser after 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. Masses 

29 - Area E Horseshoe contest, 58715 Price St., Plaquemine, registration 7:30-8:30 a.m., competition at 9:00 a.m.  

 

September - 2010 
  1 - June Charity Calendar drawing, 6:00 p.m. in the Community Center foyer 

  1 - Officer and Committee Chairmen meeting following calendar pull (about 6:45 p.m.) 

  2 - First Degree at St. Mark, arrival by 6:30 p.m., ceremony at 7:00 p.m. 

  3-5 - Supreme Convention, Washington D.C. 

  6 - Fourth Degree monthly meeting, 7:00 p.m. at St. Amant KC Hall, Black Bayou Rd. 

  8 - Columbian Squires monthly meeting, 7:00 p.m. in Community Center 

  9 - Council monthly Business meeting, dinner ready around 6:00 p.m., meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

11 -KC State Horseshoe Tournament, Kemper Williams Park in Patterson 

18 - Quarterly Communion at 4:30 p.m. Mass followed by Social in Community Center 

18 - Fourth Degree State Officers Installation at St. Louis King of France  

19 - 2nd and 3rd Major Degrees in Pierre Part 

24-25 - KC Golf Tournament in Lafayette   
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Getting to Know your Committee Chairmen 

 

Insurance Field Agent - Tim Fernandez 

 
 Tim was born and raised in the Lakeview subdivision in New Orleans.  He attended 

St. Dominic grade school and De La Salle and John F. Kennedy high schools.  After 

high school he entered the University of New Orleans and graduated with a B.A. in 

Business Administration. Next came Southeastern Louisiana University where he 

earned his M.B.A. degree.  Tim says he is a proud 4th generation New Orleans home 

owner and he had an great uncle, Joseph Fernandez, that was a US Congressman from 

the New Orleans district. His grandfather was Joseph's political manager so ask Tim all 

your questions about New Orleans politics.  Tim says his grandfather also sponsored 

him when he became a Knight 34 years ago.  He joined Knights of Columbus 

Insurance right out of college and he currently supports over 5000 KC members with all their insurance 

needs out of the Kirk Duplantis Agency.  I recently learned that Tim has won the State Field Agent of the 

Year award for the last five consecutive years! Our Council is very fortunate to have him as our insurance 

agent.  Tim says that he has been happily married to Helen (Wilton) for 16 years and he has a daughter 

and 3 grandchildren.  His interests include photography, woodworking and automotive restoration. 

Unfortunately, Tim and Helen's home in Lakeview was destroyed during Katrina and they moved to 

Gonzales in 2006.  Insurance agents are not allowed to hold Council Offices but St. John's considers Tim 

an honorary member of our Council leadership. If anyone needs to talk to Tim, I would direct you to his 

column in each KC8342 Newsletter.  

 

Outside Guard and Membership Director - Charles Schexnaydre 

 
Charles (Charlie) was born in Lutcher and grew up in Union. In case you are not 

sure where Union is located, it is on Highway 44 just south of the Sunshine 

Bridge.  He attended Lutcher High School and then headed to Mississippi. He 

graduated from the University of Southern Mississippi with Bachelor and Master 

degrees in Accounting.  Charles has been employed by the State of Louisiana in 

the Division of Administration for the last 19 years as a computer analyst and 

supervisor of the Data Warehouse team.  He married Melanie Forsyth 16 years ago and they have 2 

children: Lauren (13) and Alex (11).  Charles says he spends his spare time involved in whatever 

activities his kids are involved which include being a Scout leader, softball and baseball coach and a 

soccer dad.  Anyone who has been around Charlie for long knows that he has a special interest in 

Scouting and he has been very helpful giving our Council guidance on our scouting interactions.  He is a 

counselor on the Catholic Committee on Scouting, a Scouting District committee member, a Cub Scout 

adult volunteer trainer and is currently the Sporting Clay Shoot event chairman for Boy Scouts. He also 

serves St. John church as a Catechism aide and Eucharist minister. Charles joined the Knights in 1991 and 

received his 2nd and 3rd degrees in March 2004.  Charles recently agreed to take over as the 2010-2011 

Membership Chairman as well as being elected in May as our Outside Guard.  It is excellent to have 

young men like Charlie taking over important leadership roles in our Council.  
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Help Your Membership Committee 
 

I am pleased to announce that we have a new Membership Chairman.  Charles Schexnaydre has agreed to 

taking over the reins from Don Belanger.  In addition, we also have formed a recruiting committee that 

will help Charles spread the work around a bit.  The recruiting committee members are Rene Theriot, Jim 

Gentry and Tommy Foil.  I would like to thank all these gentlemen for volunteering to help with this very 

important Council activity.  A kick-off meeting is planned on July 26th.  If you would like to be on the 

committee, there is always room for your services. Just contact Charles or me. 

 

The new fraternal year started off on a good note with the Installation of new Brother Knight, Dr. William 

Mitchell. He made his 1st Degree at St. Amant on July 1st. William works for the VA and is very 

involved in St. John church activities. We welcomed Brother William to our Council at the July business 

meeting and hope that each of you will get to know our newest member.    

 

Our Financial Health 
 
July is the start of our new fraternal year and a proposed budget was distributed in the July Newsletter and 

at the business meeting.  The Council will vote on the new budget at the August meeting.  In the 

meantime, there was financial activity during July with an income of $978, primarily dues, and expenses 

of $3022 from the purchase of food for the KCLS "Brother in Distress" fundraiser ($1268), Supreme per 

capita ($688), and the purchase of Council shirts ($267).  The KCLS and shirts expenses will be offset by 

income that has not hit the books yet.  We also plan to move $5730 in Charity Calendar earning in late 

July or early August. 

 

The semi-annual audit was successfully conducted on July 27th by the Grand Knight and the Trustees. 

There were no deficiencies uncovered and Form 1295 was signed and submitted to Supreme. Details of 

the audit are available upon request.  

 

Monsignor Lieux 4th Degree Assembly 2052 

 

We will have our Fourth Degree Installation of officers for the new fraternal year August 14, 

2010. All Sir Knights and family members are invite to the Mass at Ascension Catholic Church 

716 Mississippi St. Donaldsonville. Mass is at 4:00 p.m. and the installation will take place in 

the church after mass. We will then go to Ascension Council 1087 KC Hall on Memorial Drive 

for the Banquet.  

 

 
  

The July "bingo day" at the Southeast Veterans Home in Reserve was on Friday the 23rd.  We can always 

use more Sir Knights in our party so put August 27th on your calendar and come join us for a fun 

afternoon with the Veterans.  We leave the Community Center at 11:15 a.m. sharp.   

 

        Tommy Ruemker, Faithful Navigator 
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Columbian Squires Circle 5101 
                        

 

The Squires elected and installed new officers for 2010-2011 at their July meeting. The new 

officers are: Chief Squire - Walker Rabalais, Deputy Chief Squire - Ross Bouchereau, 

Notary - Joseph Orgeron, Bursar - Ryan Bouchereau, Marshall - Marshall Stevens and 

Sentry - Nathan Bradley. Many thanks to the outgoing officers and congratulations to our 

newly installed officers.  The next Squire meeting will be at 7:00 p.m. on August 11th in the Community 

Center. 

                                                                                  Esto Dignus, Be Worthy 

                                                   Ashley Rabalais, Chief Counselor 
 

Prayer Requests 
 

Fellow Brother Knight's have asked that you remember the following Knight's, family and friends in your 

daily prayers:  

 

Donna Guillot (stomach), Mary Guillot, Patsy Vincik (cancer), Lenus Guidry (cancer), Calagero 

Miserendino (cancer), Warren Curole (stroke), Rhonda Babin (stomach, nausea), Ann Joseph (blocked 

artery), Donald Joseph (shoulder rehab), Don Belanger (urinary tract surgery), Diane Belanger and mother 

Geneviere McCarroll, Richard Holder's sister (breast cancer), Adrain Moore (cancer), Marion Mayeau 

wife (bone cancer), Ben Babin (deceased), George and Mary Oubre daughter Joan (breast cancer), George 

Oubre (retina repair surgery), Marie Spano (knee surgery), Warren Croom (blood clots) and Warren's 

wife (stomach), Linden Gaspard (cancer), Ron Lindsey mother -in-law Joyce Martin (pneumonia), CR 

Mire (deceased), Shirlyn McCrory (pneumonia, in OLOL), William Spence (brain cancer), Carol Ducote 

(broken hip, surgery), Ken Leary (diabetes complications), Louise Pryor (broken leg), State Deputy 

Ronnie Baudreaux (injured back), Ben Bertinot (skin cancer surgery), Claude Babineaux (cancer surgery), 

State Pro-Life Chairpersons Peter and EdnaMae Sahuc (auto accident after KCLS), Raven Russelburg 

(auto accident).    

 

We also ask you to pray for all who serve in the military and especially for Brother Gary Whipple who 

will soon be deployed to Afghanistan. And we offer thanks for Ed Martin's safe return from his 

missionary trip to Liberia, Africa. 

 

 

New Jewel Display Rack 
 

The Council owes a special thanks to Brother David Guedry for fabricating a rack to 

hold and display the 15 Council's jewels worn by Officers at business meetings. The 

jewel rack was finished just in time for the Officer's Installation ceremony and held a 

prominent position near the head table.      
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Where to Go for Information 
KC Websites  

 Council  - www.kc8342.org  (administrator - Scott McLin at scottmclin@yahoo.com) 

 State - www.louisianakc.org  

 Supreme - www.kofc.org    

Email Distribution - Paul Allen at paulwallen@cox.net or 225-752-3544 

Prayer Line - Tommy Ruemker at truemker@eatel.net or 225-622-4152 

Council Shirts - Anthony Babin at ababin1@eatel.net or 225-673-8754 

Name Tags - What's My Name at ddstark@sbcglobal.net or 817-581-4401 

Fr. McGivney Guild - www.fathermcgivney.org 

Baton Rouge Pregnancy Problem Center - www.pregnancyproblemcenterbr.com 

St. John Church Office - www.stjohnchurch.org, stjohnchurch@eatel.net or 225-673-8307 

Senators - David Vitter at www.vitter.senate.gov and Mary Landrieu at www.landrieu.senate.gov 

Representative - Bill Cassidy at www.cassidy.house.gov 

Pro-Life - www.ProLifeLouisiana.org and www.usccb.org (US Conference of Catholic Bishops) 

 
  

 
 

Message from our Insurance Agent Tim Fernandez: 
 

The Knights of Columbus makes available to its members the following services: 

 

1) IRA and annuity plans to meet your savings and retiremnet goals 

2) A complete portfolio of competitive life insurance plans that were designed with 

    you and your family in mind - high dividend producing whole life, term life, 

    mortgage insurance, and The Discoverer, a new type of life insurance for today's 

    special needs 

3) Various student scholarships and fellowship programs available to Knights and 

     their families. 

4) A complete fraternal benefits package for all members that includes accidental death insurance at no 

    cost and orphan and new-born policies that offer benefits second-to-none in the insurance industry. 

5) A comprehensive long-term care plan allowing qualified, professional health and nursing care in your 

    home or at a nursing or assisted living facility of your choice. 

6) The highest possible financial ratings achieved in both A.M. Best (A
++

) and Standard & Poors (AAA). 

  

Know two things.  First, I’ll assist your widow and children in any way possible if you should die, both 

with your Knights of Columbus insurance and any other life insurance you may have.  Second, I’ll 

provide them my best professional advice and service to ensure that they continue to have adequate 

insurance protection. 

 

As a professional agent and a brother Knight, I have no greater responsibility. 

 

Tim Fernandez - Insurance Agent 

 225-772-2488 (cell), 225-622-6384 (office) 

email: tcfern2@yahoo.com 

mailto:tcfern2@yahoo.com
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Charity Calendar Drawing 
(Drawing on July 7, 2010) 

 

Council  Sales, % Winners, % 

St. John (8342)    54.5       52.5 

MBS (10455)     14.9       20.4 

IC (6326)     11.7       14.9 

Assumption (1099)      2.7         2.8 

St. Theresa (2657)      1.1         0.0 

Guadeloupe (13145)      0.35        0.0 

St. Jean (9247)      9.3         6.1 

Msgr. Richard (2053)      5.5         3.3 

    100.0     100.0 

 

June Prize, $ Winner City, State Council Sold By 

1 150 Audrey Duplessis Gonzales 8342 Mike LeBlanc 

2 20 Melanie Millet Paulina 10455 Doug Troxclair 

3 20 Dan Dicharry Geismar 8342 Jeff Mire 

4 20 Randy Wayne Jacobs Boutte 2053 Gary Druzt 

5 100 George Shaunnessy Atlanta, GA 9247 Church Sale 

6 20 Hiro Allen Alexandrian Lafayette 8342 Brian Ducote 

7 20 Mendy Coogan Livingston 8342 Mendy Coogan/Delphin 

8 20 Maie Walling Walker 6326 AJ Labello 

9 20 Pam Collins Sturgis, KY 8342 Merle Russelburg 

10 20 Tammy Belleau St. Amant 8342 Dean Landry  

11 20 Daniel Moya Mission TX 8342 Delphin Russelburg 

12 100 Britnee Aami Belle Chase 8342 Corey Orgeron 

13 20 Timmie Gaudet Pierre Part 10455 Arlene Robichaux 

14 20 Earl Simoneaux Luling 2053 Rennan Dufour 

15 20 Dru Robinette Austin, TX 8342 Kelly McGovern 

16 20 David P. Klier Walker  9247 Unknown/Blank 

17 20 Mona Perkins Baton Rouge 10455 Carl Robichaux 

18 20 Daniel Arceneaux Baton Rouge 10455 Randy Arceneaux 

19 100 Jo Ann Shaw Prairieville 6326 Jamie Ordoyne 

20 20 Denis Babin Gonzales 8342 Anthony Babin 

21 20 Trudy DePierri Geismar 8342 Shelton babin 

22 20 Jake Busby Denham Springs 6326 Tony Busby 

23 20 Debra L. Mason Baton Rouge 6326 Henry Pulizzano 

24 20 Timmie Gaudet Pierre Part 10455 Arlene Robichaux 

25 20 Charles Spence Prairieville 8342 Church Sale 

26 100 Lisa Aymond Baton Rouge 9247 Bob Hand 

27 20 Pamela Benoit Franklin 8342 Brian Ducote 

28 20 Whitney Amadee Prairieville 8342 Mike LeBlanc 

29 20 Faye Babin Patterson 8342 Brian Ducote 

30 20 Mary Ann Rodriguez Chalmette 8342 Mendy Coogan/Delphin 

 

          May Total -  $1050 
          YTD Total -  $7350 


