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            Knight Newsletter 
 

 

 St. John the Evangelist Council #8342, Prairieville                                       
July - 2010 

         Council Officers                                     Council Directors 
Chaplain: Father Eric Gyan (673-8307) 

Grand Knight: Paul Allen (752-3544) 

Deputy GK: Corey Orgeron (673-5445) 

Chancellor: Cliston Guillot (673-8238) 

Recorder: Anthony Babin (673-8754) 

Financial Sec: Merle Russelburg (622-3125) 

Treasurer: Robert Templet, Sr. (673-2528) 

Advocate: Lee Guidry (673-3330) 

Warden: David Guedry (673-4201) 

Inside Guard: Robert Vincik (673-8458) 

Outside Guard: Charles Schexnaydre (673-5747) 

1-Year Trustee: Tom Clausi (677-5544) 

2-Year Trustee: Tommy Ruemker (622-4152) 

3-Year Trustee: Paul Duplessis (673-8711) 

Lecturer: Dr. Michel Hirsch (673-9457)

Programs: Corey Orgeron (673-5445) 

Membership:  

Squires: Ashley Rabalais (677-9648)   

Church: Gerald Blair (450-2504) 

Community: Richard Holder (673-6354) 

Council Activities: Lester Sylvester (673-3165) 

Family/Pro-Life: David Gregory (673-9592) 

Fundraisers: Delphin Russelburg (622-4278) 

Youth:  

Vocations: Donald Joseph (363-6220) 

Health Services: David Broussard (622-0656)  

Public Relations: Scott McLin (673-1656) 

Retention: Delphin Russelburg (622-4278) 

Insurance: Merle Russelburg (622-3125) 

Insurance Agent: Tim Fernandez (622-6384) 

 

 

             Family of the Month                            Knight of the Month 
                

            June -  Gwen and Archie Molliere                               June - Don Belanger 
            May - Diane and Randy Clement         May - Rene Theriot 

            April - Debbie and Tim Langlois                                          April - Lee Guidry               

             March - Janet and Whitney Amadee                                     March - Brian Ducote  

             February - Nancy and Ross Erwin                                        February - Paul Duplessis 

             January -  Mary and Lee Guidry                                           January -  Tim Langlois 

             December - Georgia and Cliston Guillot                              December - Lester Arnaud 
             November - Catherine and Lester Arnaud                            November - Donald Joseph 

             October - Melissa and Russel Madere                                  October - Tommy Ruemker 

             September - Becky and Robert Templet Jr.                          September - Michel Hirsh 

             August - Gayle and Byron Gautreau                                     August -  Louis Thomassie 

             July - Pam and Tommy Ruemker                                         July - Corey Orgeron                                                

 

July Birthdays! 
  
Leslie Le Blanc (1st)                                 

Michael Varisco (2nd)                                  

Marc Sholar (2nd)                                   

Robert Wimberly (9th)                                 

Fr. Cari Bani (11th)                                     

Joseph Defley, Jr. (12th)                                   

 

Tim Langlois (12th)                                 

Andrew Sperandeo (12th) 

Joseph Boyd (17th)                                    

Dale Riche' (19th)                                    

Ben Bertinot (20th)                                

Don Belanger (22nd)                                 

Ed Touchet (26th)                                 

Larry Bruce (26th)                                    

James Hamm, Sr. (26th)                                     

Joshua Davidson (26th) 

Russel Madere, Jr. (28th)                                  

Jason Thomas (30th)                                   

Felix Dawson (31st) 
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Grand Knight's Column 
 

Brother Knights, 

    

July 4, 1776 - After various changes to Jefferson's original draft of the Declaration of Independence, a 

vote was taken late in the afternoon of July 4th. Of 

the 13 colonies, 9 voted in favor of the Declaration; 

2, Pennsylvania and South Carolina voted "No"; 

Delaware was undecided and New York abstained.  

John Hancock, President of the Continental 

Congress, was the first to sign the Declaration of 

Independence. It is said that he signed his name 

"with a great flourish" so "King George can read that 

without spectacles".  On our nation's birthday let's not forget all those who have served in our military 

fighting to keep us free.  God Bless America and God Bless Our Troops! 

 

This is the first Newsletter of the new 2010-2011 fraternal year and so I would like to start off by 

sincerely thanking all the outgoing Officers and Committee Chairmen who put in so much time and 

energy to make our Council one of the best in the Louisiana. As I mentioned in the June Newsletter, our 

Council's breadth of activities ranked in the top 10% in the State and subsequent to that achievement we 

met both our Supreme insurance and membership quotas with a tremendous blitz in June. So thank you to 

all the outgoing Officers and Committee Chairmen and to every member of our Council for their help and 

support during the 2009-2010 fraternal year. 

 

The new fraternal year will start with a bang as we host the District 24 Installation of New Officers on 

July 10th.  Our Council elected a full slate of new officers at the May business meeting and they will be 

installed along with the St. Mark, St. Theresa and Guadalupe officers at the ceremony. July 10th will start 

off with our Quarterly Communion at the 4:30 p.m. Vigil Mass and immediately after Mass the 

installation will commence in the Community Center. We have received word that our new State Deputy, 

Ronnie Boudreaux, will attend the ceremony along with fellow St. John Brother Knight and new State 

Treasurer Vernon Ducote and new State Warden James Riente.  Following the ceremony we will have a 

banquet saluting all our military service personnel.  The keynote speaker will be Mrs. Janet Broussard, 

president of the local Blue Star Mom chapter. It should be a very enjoyable evening so please help our 

Council put on a memorable event by volunteering to help and by bring your family to the event. 

 

Another important event in July is the KCLS (Knights of Columbus Leadership Seminar) at Dutchtown 

High School on July 17th.  Grand Knights, Financial Secretaries, Program and Membership Directors   

from all over Louisiana attend this annual one day meeting put on by the State Council.  This year our 

Council will be cooking a jambalaya lunch for the 500-600 attendees. The proceeds from the lunch will be 

donated to Brother Gerald and Sheila Blair to help them overcome some of the expense from the loss of 

their home to fire on May 27th.  We are going to need a lot of volunteer help so please put July 17th on 

your calendar to help a Brother Knight in distress. 

 

The Prairieville Community Cemetery fundraiser on June 13th was tremendous success.  We were able to 

donate almost $1500 toward the operating costs of the cemetery.  I understand that the Ladies Altar 

Society sold out as well and those proceeds were also donated to the cemetery.  Thanks to everyone who 

cooked and worked in the service line at the fundraiser.  Pictures were taken and will be uploaded to the 

Council website ( www.kc8342.org ).  
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Grand Knight's Column (continued) 
 

The annual mega garage sale supporting Mission Liberia and Mission on the Bayou 

took place on June 5th. It was a very busy day with the garage sale in the morning and 

the Corpus Christi Precession (see Special Events below) at the Vigil Mass.  As you 

can see in the picture, the community Center was full of "stuff" that sold for a net 

profit of $7950.  That's a lot of 25 cent and 50 cent items!  Council members were 

very involved in cooking jambalaya for sale to customers, carrying furniture in and 

then out of the gym and yes, buying items they really did not need. 

 

If you get a chance, go over and look at the new benches in the dugouts at the baseball field. Brother 

Geefoo (Paul Duplessis) and Todd Husers, a parishioner of St. John, built the benches after a request from 

the Youth Director, Ashley Bourgeois. Our parish Youth Group has a team this year that competes with 

other church groups in the area.   

 

On June 21st the Trustees, Grand Knight, Deputy Grand Knight and Treasurer developed a proposed  

budget for 2010-2011. The Council will discuss and vote on this budget at the August business meeting.  

Our by-laws require that this proposed budget be released to the entire Council 30 days in advance of the 

vote so I am enclosing it in this Newsletter.  We ask that you review the details prior to the August vote.  

If you are unable to attend the meeting, please forward me any issues you have and I will raise them at the 

meeting on your behalf.  

 

Congratulations to Brother Tommy Ruemker who won $44.50 at the 50/50 raffle during the June business 

meeting!  

 

I hope everyone has a great July 4th and remember to say a prayer for all our service men and women. 

 

Vivat Jesus !   

Paul Allen 

Special Events/Recognitions 

 

                
 

The annual Corpus Christi Procession took place on June 5th after the 4:30 p.m. Vigil Mass.  

Unfortunately, the weather did not cooperate and we had to move the procession indoors but in a way it 

made the procession even more reverent having it in the church. The Msgr. Lieux 4th Degree Assembly 

Color Corp participated as well as two of our St. Rafael Guizar Valencia Squires, Nathan and Sean 

Bradley. Thanks to all the Brother Knights who participated in this very special Church activity.    
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Mark your Calendars 
 

July - 2010 
  1 - First Degree at St. Amant, arrival by 6:30 p.m., ceremony at 7:00 p.m. 

  4 - Independence Day - God Bless the USA 

  5 - Fourth Degree monthly meeting, 7:00 p.m. at St. Amant KC Hall, Black Bayou Rd. 

  7 - June Charity Calendar drawing, 6:00 p.m. in the Community Center foyer 

  7 - Officer and Committee Chairmen meeting following calendar pull (about 6:45 p.m.) 

  8 - Council monthly Business meeting, dinner ready around 6:00 p.m., meeting at 7:00 p.m. sharp 

10 - Quarterly Communion at 4:30 p.m. Mass 

10 - "Salute to Our American Service Personnel and New Officer Installation" banquet, 6:00 p.m.  

        in St. John Community Center 

14 - Columbian Squires monthly meeting, 7:00 p.m. in Community Center 

17 - KC Leadership Seminar (KCLS) at Dutchtown High School 

17 - Special "Knight in Distress" Fundraiser -  jambalaya lunch for KCLS attendees 

24 - Fourth Degree visit to WWII Museum in New Orleans, contact Tommy Ruemker (622-4152)   

 

August - 2010 
  2 - Fourth Degree monthly meeting, 7:00 p.m. at St. Amant KC Hall, Black Bayou Rd. 

  4 - May Charity Calendar drawing, 6:00 p.m. in the Community Center foyer 

  4 - Officer and Committee Chairmen meeting following calendar pull (about 6:45 p.m.) 

  5 - First Degree at St. Theresa KC Hall on Irma Blvd., arrive by 6:30 p.m., ceremony at 7:00 p.m. 

11 - Columbian Squires monthly meeting, 7:00 p.m. in Ed Center 

12 - Council monthly Business meeting, dinner at 6:00 p.m., meeting at 7:00 p.m. sharp 

15 - Jambalaya fundraiser after 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. Masses 

 

Help Your Membership Committee 
 

St. John hosted the first degree installation in June and we had a tremendous turn-out.  There were 12 new 

Knights installed, 6 from St. John.  I counted a total of 35 attendees which is more than I can ever 

remember seeing at a 1st degree installation during my tenure. The new St. John Knights are: 

 

Matt Landry 

William Romano 

Paul San Soucie 

Craig St. Pierre 

Joseph Spano 

Philip Joseph Sr. 

 

We also had a transfer into the Council in June. Brother Roger Weidner joined us from Council 10057 in 

Harvey.   Roger has been a 3rd degree Knight since 1986.  We will welcome all these gentlemen to our 

Council at an upcoming business meetings.  Thanks to Paul Duplessis, David Guedry and Lee Guidry for 

preparing the meal served to the participants after the ceremony. 

 

At the June business meeting I recognized Brother Don Belanger for the great recruiting job he has done 

over the past 12 months.  Our Council has added 28 new 1st degree Knights and 6 transfers/reentries 

during his term as Membership Director. These 34 new members accounts for a 15% increase in 

membership in one year!  Don coordinated two membership blitzes at weekend masses and visited most 

of these new Knights in their home to explain the core values of the Knights of Columbus. This is in 

addition to the monthly 1st degree installation ceremonies that he attended.  Let's all thank Brother Don at 

the next opportunity for his tremendous contributions to the Council. 
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Getting to Know your Committee Chairmen 
 

Health Services Chairman - David Broussard 
 David  was born in Baton Rouge and grew up in the Kenilworth area just 

off Highland Road. He attended Robert E. Lee high school for one year 

but transferred to Baton Rouge High where he graduated in the mid 80's.  

After high school David entered LSU in Baton Rouge and then in New 

Orleans where he earned a BS in Medical Technology and followed this 

with an MS in Health Services Administration from Kennedy Western 

University in 2003.  David is a registered Medical Technologist (Clinical 

Laboratory Scientist) and has been the Laboratory Manager at Lane 

Regional Medical Center in Zachary for the past 11 years.  It is easy to see 

why David is our Health Services Chairman and why he presents such timely health reminders at our 

monthly meetings.  With a name like Broussard your family history has to have a strong Cajun 

connection.  The Broussards are originally from Abbeville and David's father grew up speaking Cajun 

French. His mother's relatives are from  Biloxi and originally immigrated from an island off the coast of 

Sicily.  This mix of Cajun French and Sicilian must have made for some interesting family discussions 

around the dinner table. David's wife Dayna is from Orlando but was living in Plaquemine when they met 

and married in 1996. David and Dayna have three children: Nicole (12), Lee (9) and Claire (6).  Nicole is 

an altar server at St. John's.  David played sports in High School -  tennis, soccer and swimming - and not 

surprisingly he is an avid LSU sports supporter.  David joined the KC's in 2006 and became a 3rd degree 

Knight in January 2007.  He has been very active in the Council and if you have ever donated blood at 

one of our Sunday blood drives you can thank David for coordinating this activity with the blood bank.  If 

you have any questions on how to use blood bank credits, contact David and he will gladly help. 

 

Public Relations Chairman - Scott McLin 
Scott was born and grew up in Metairie. He attended Grace King High 

School in Metairie before his family moved to Ponchatoula early in his 

senior year and where he graduated from Ponchatoula High.  After high 

school he attended Southeastern Louisiana University in Hammond where 

he received a BA degree in Marketing.  He has worked in 

communications for 15 years and since 2004 has worked for 

Bellsouth/AT&T. He also has served in the Louisiana Army National 

Guard as a combat engineer.  Scott is our computer guru and in 2006 he 

set up our  very informative Council website.  He has been the administrator of the site over the last 5 

years and has agreed to continue this role for the Council during the 2010-2011 fraternal year. If you have 

not done so already, take a look at our website (www.kc8342.org) and especially at all the pictures that 

Scott has taken and uploaded from different Council events. Scott married Rebecca "Cherie" Whitaker in 

1994 and they have a daughter, Adrienne (10), and a son, Cameron (6).   They lived in Orlando Florida 

from 1994-2000 before returning home to Louisiana.  He says that the family enjoys spending time 

together at their camp on the Tickfaw River north of Albany and he also enjoys doing a little saltwater 

fishing.  I asked Scott about recalling anything that the Council members might not know about him and 

he came up with a couple good ones.  He said that George Patton was his grandmother's second cousin 

and that he once owned a Space Walk franchise for 10 years in Hammond!  In addition to be a Knight 

since 2005 he also teaches 4th grade Catechism at St. John's.  He says that in the fall he is making the 

jump to 6th grade Catechism.  Scott's dedicated service to Council and Church is representative of many 

of our Knights.  
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Our Financial Health 
 
As we close out the 2009-2010 fraternal year let's pat ourselves on the back for doing a good job sticking 

to our budget.  The income for the year was $33,923 versus $29,750 budgeted (114%). We took in more 

than projected mainly due to two special fundraisers ($3805) that were added during the year for the 

Prairieville Community Cemetery and for Brother Knight in Distress donations.  Excluding this income 

we were 101% of budget.  The expenses for the year were $31,648 (106% of budget) but again excluding 

the $3805 special fundraiser expenses that passed through our books we were 94% of budget. The new 

2010-2011 budget will include 2 "Distress" events to account for unforeseen fundraisers/donations.  

 

As mentioned in the Grand Knight column, a proposed 2010-2011 budget was developed at a June 21st 

meeting Officers meeting and this budget is included at the end of the Newsletter for your review.  We 

will answer questions at the July business meeting and the Council will vote on the new budget at the 

August meeting. Feel free to contact any Trustee or the Grand Knight with comments or questions.         

  

Monsignor Lieux 4th Degree Assembly 2052 

 

The next bingo day at the Southeast Veterans Home in Reserve will be Friday, June 25th.  We 

will leave the Community Center at 11:15 a.m. sharp if you would like to join us.   

 

Plans are being made for 4th degree members and their families to visit the WWII Museum in 

New Orleans on July 24th.  The bus will leave from St. John's at 8:30 a.m. and return late 

afternoon.    The cost is $36 and includes the bus fare, museum entrance and a ticket to the highly 

acclaimed Victory Theater 4-D show.  Council members are being put on a waiting lists in case there are 

extra seat available so contact Don Belanger (kjindon1@eatel.net) or Tommy Ruemker 

(truemker@eatel.net).  If enough people are interested a second bus may be reserved.   

 

                            Tommy Ruemker, Faithful Navigator 
 

Columbian Squires Circle 5101 
                        

           

       State Convention Attendees           Canoe Trip on Bogue Chitto 
 

The Squire State Convention was held on June 5-6 in Broussard and our Circle was represented by 

Walker Rabalais and Joseph Orgeron along with the Squire Counselors Ashley and Corey.   About 25 

fellow Squires joined Walker and Joseph from Circles around the State.  Our Circle will be hosting the 

Convention in 2011 so it was an excellent opportunity to get first-hand Convention experience.  

 

mailto:truemker@eatel.net
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Columbian Squires Circle 5101 (continued) 
 

The Squires also took a canoe trip (see picture on previous page) on the Bogue Chitto river 

and Magee creek near Tylertown MS on June 11th.  Reports are that everyone had a great 

time with no major injuries! 

 

                                                                                  Esto Dignus, Be Worthy 

                                                   Ashley Rabalais, Chief Counselor 
 

Prayer Requests 
 

Fellow Brother Knight's have asked that you remember the following Knight's, family and friends in your 

daily prayers:  

 

Donna Guillot (stomach), Patsy Vincik (cancer), Lenus Guidry (cancer), Calagero Miserendino (cancer), 

Warren Curole (stroke), Ted Orgeron (cancer), David Madere (prostate cancer), Javier Silva (knee 

replacement), Gerald and Sheila Blair (lost home to fire), Rhonda Babin (stomach surgery), Ann Joseph 

(blocked artery), Diane Belanger, Richard Holder's sister (breast cancer), Adrain Moore (cancer), Marion 

Mayeau wife (bone cancer), Ben Babin (hospitalized), George and Mary Oubre daughter Joan (breast 

cancer surgery), George Oubre (retina surgery-July 6), Kelly Bordelon (motorcycle accident), Brian 

Templet (family problems), AJ Labello (PGK at IC - prostate surgery), Sara Robinson (RCIA at IC, dec) 

Marie Spano (knee surgery), Warren Croom (blood clots) and Warren's wife (stomach), Tommy 

Ruemker's aunt Rose, (high blood pressure), Linden Gaspard (cancer) and Don Belanger (urinary tract 

surgery), Ron Lindsey mother -in-law Joyce Martin (pneumonia, in ICU)  

 

We also ask you to pray for all who serve in the military and especially for the souls of 

those who have died for our country. 

 

Where to Go for Information 
 

KC Websites  

 Council  - www.kc8342.org  (administrator - Scott McLin at scottmclin@yahoo.com) 

 State - www.louisianakc.org  

 Supreme - www.kofc.org    

Email Distribution - Paul Allen at paulwallen@cox.net or 225-752-3544 

Council Shirts - Anthony Babin at ababin1@eatel.net or 225-673-8754 

Name Tags - What's My Name at ddstark@sbcglobal.net or 817-581-4401 

Senators - David Vitter at www.vitter.senate.gov and Mary Landrieu at www.landrieu.senate.gov 

Representative - Bill Cassidy at www.cassidy.house.gov 

Pro-Life - www.ProLifeLouisiana.org and www.usccb.org (US Conference of Catholic Bishops) 
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Message from our Insurance Agent Brother Tim: 
 

„Right to Apply‟ helps widows in need 

 

The laws and rules of our Order, as well as state law, specify that the Knights of 

Columbus may accept insurance applications only from Knights of Columbus 

members.  As a member, you may apply for insurance on yourself, your wife and 

your dependent, minor children.  The Order’s Board of Directors has taken action, 

though, to assure that a brother Knight’s widow maintains the right to purchase 

additional insurance for a limited time.  This can be of great benefit and comfort to 

those we leave behind. 

 

This “right to apply” is available only to the widows of Insured Members.  If a member has not 

availed himself of our top-rated life insurance program, or purchased an annuity or long-term care policy, 

this benefit is not available to his widow.  But if the Knight was an insured member, his widow has the 

right to apply for additional insurance on her life and on the lives of the member’s minor children.  This 

right can be exercised for up to one year following the Order’s receipt of proof of the insured’s death. 

 

Know two things.  First, I’ll assist your widow and children in any way possible if you should die, both 

with your Knights of Columbus insurance and any other life insurance you may have.  Second, I’ll 

provide them my best professional advice and service to ensure that they continue to have adequate 

insurance protection. 

 

As a professional agent and a brother Knight, I have no greater responsibility. 

 

Tim Fernandez - Insurance Agent 

 225-772-2488 (cell), 225-622-6384 (office) 

email: tcfern2@yahoo.com 

mailto:tcfern2@yahoo.com
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Charity Calendar Drawing 
(Drawing on June 2, 2010) 

 

Council  Sales, % Winners, % 

St. John (8342)    54.5       52.3 

MBS (10455)     14.9       21.2 

IC (6326)     11.7       15.2 

Assumption (1099)      2.7         3.3 

St. Theresa (2657)      1.1         0.0 

Guadeloupe (13145)      0.35        0.0 

St. Jean (9247)      9.3         5.3 

Msgr. Richard (2053)      5.5         2.7 

    100.0     100.0 
 

May Prize, $ Winner City, State Council Sold By 

1 150 Valarie Berthelot Luling 2053 Danny Thibadeaux 

2 20 Andew Butler Northhampton MA 8342 Paul Allen 

3 20 Tim Robichaux Baton Rouge 10455 Tim Robichaux 

4 20 Audry Fountain Baton Rouge 8342 David Gregory 

5 20 Mary Meilan Houma 8342 James Falgout 

6 20 Chad Brooks Prairieville 8342 Church Sale 

7 20 Linda Dufrene Boutte 2053 Gary Doucet 

8 100 Sally Menke Baton Rouge 9247 Church Sale 

9 20 Terry Trubon Fordoche 6326 AJ Labello 

10 20 Gerry Mathew Baton Rouge 10455 Church Sale 

11 20 Gerald Mayeaux Walker 6326 AJ Labello 

12 20 Jim Layne Baton Rouge 10455 Church Sale 

13 20 Mike LeBlanc Gonzales 8342 Mike LeBlance 

14 20 Britnee Aami Bell Chase 8342 Corey Orgeron 

15 100 Tim Teach Baton Rouge 8342 Anthony Babin 

16 20 Ronnie Goynes Baton Rouge 10455 Ronnie Goynes 

17 20 Todd Pettavino Denham Springs 6326 AJ Labello 

18 20 Tammy Culmone Baton Rouge 10455 MBS Mens Club 

19 20 Neil Ford Gonzales 8342 Mindy Coogan 

20 20 Tommy Reine Katy TX 8342 Paul Allen 

21 20 Allison Matthews Baton Rouge 10455 Doug Troxclair 

22 100 Johnny Ordoyne Thibodaux 6326 Jamie Ordoyne 

23 20 Sue Eschette Thibodaux 8342 James Falgout 

24 20 Jeanne Root Baton Rouge 6326 AJ Labello 

25 20 Ronald LeGleu Napoleanville 1099 Ronald LeGleu 

26 20 Rhaula Guillaume Baton Rouge 10455 Carl Robichaux 

27 20 YEP - IC 6326 Denham Springs 6326 Council Discretionary 

28 20 Frances Blanchard Plaquemine 8342 Anthony Babin 

29 100 Keith Mayeaux Gonzales 8342 Willis Broussard 

30 20 Sheily Bell Gonzales 8342 Church Sale 

31 20 Heather Carpenter Baton Rouge 10455 Bill Gross 

 

          May Total -  $1070 
          YTD Total -  $6300 


